Melanoma in children and adolescents.
Melanoma is rarely described in the pediatric population. However, recent studies show that the incidence may be increasing. The diagnosis of melanoma presents unique challenges in this age group. There may be predisposing factors that affect children more than adults. A high index of suspicion is necessary in order to make a timely diagnosis. Prompt surgical treatment by individuals with expertise in care of patients with melanoma with potentially curative excision and appropriate lymph node evaluation is important to optimize survival. Careful review of all specimens by an experienced dermatopathologist is important. Through cooperation with adult trials and potential inclusion of pediatric patients in evaluations of new therapies, further progress against this disease can hopefully be addressed in all age groups.